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	PRESS RELEASE
	7th June 2011


The opening ceremony of TANEC PRAHA festival 2011 announced the winners of Czech Dance Platform: the fight for the title Dance Piece of the Year was a surprisingly close one

The opening night of the 23rd edition of the festival TANEC PRAHA 2011 saw not only a breathtaking dance show of the Danish group Granhøj Dans but also the awarding of prizes as they were decided about by international jury. Within the April festival Czech Dance Platform 11 members of the jury saw 14 dance pieces and voted for the Dance Piece of the Year and the Dancer of the Year.

And the winner of both prizes is... ...Jarek Cemerek, choreographer and dancer who impressed the jury with his duet with Helena Arenbergerová entitled Void Amongst Humans, a piece reflecting on the feelings of a human being in the anonymous society of a big city.  

Cemerek was awarded a financial remuneration in the amount of 10.000 CZK and, even more importantly, an invitation to Paris where he will be given an opportunity to present his piece within a gala ceremony at Maison des Arts Créteil on 24th September. 

Cemerek's victory was however a close one: he received four nominations for the first place while Václav Kuneš from 420PEOPLE received five for his piece REEN. Still, in total it was Cemerek who gained most points (3 points for first place nomination, 2 points for second place nomination, and 1 point for third place nomination). The third most successful piece – Mah Hunt by Lenka Vágnerová and Pavel Mašek from the company DOT504 – gained three nominations for the first place: it is thus clear that Czech dance scene is very much levelled as to quality. DOT504 will once again this year become ambassadors of Czech dance at Edinburg Fringe Festival; they also received the highest number of spectators' votes.    

It should also be noted that the competition in general was one to present a large number of high quality pieces: besides the above-mentioned choreographies, other four received a nomination for the first place – far higher number than in the preceding years. To be precise, one nomination for the first place also went to: Viliam Dočolomanský for The Theatre (6 points in total), Maya Lipsker for Transforma (8 points in total), two nominations for the first place then went to: Kateřina Stupecká for Sunyata (6 points in total) and Nataša Novotná for Sacrebleu (7 points in total).

Choosing the Dance Piece of the Year was thus a difficult task for the jury and it was the case also with choosing the Dancer of the Year as the quality of Czech dancers is genuinely extraordinary. In the end, as much as five exceptional artists gained two and more nominations for the title Dancer of the Year. 

They were Patricie Poráková for her performance in The Theatre, a piece of the ensemble Farm in the Cave  (6 points in total), Pavel Mašek for his performance in DOT504 choreographies (7 points in total), Milan Odstrčil for his performance in REEN, a piece created by 420PEOPLE (9 points in total), Martina Lacová for her performances with the ensemble ME-SA and VerTeDance (9 points in total). Jarek Cemerek, the winner of the category gained four nominations for the first place and received 16 points in total. 

The Dancer of the Year is a prize that can only be awarded once to an artist. In the past it was awarded to female artists only, they were: Lenka Vágnerová (2005), Lea Švejdová (Čapková) (2006), Anna Caunerová (2007), Helena Arenbergerová (2008), Nataša Novotná (2009), and Tereza Ondrová (2010).

Jarek Cemerek is presently one of the most successful Czech choreographers; his achievements are many not only in the Czech Republic but also abroad. This year at London Sadler's Wells theatre he presented a premiere of a piece called Void, a choreography hand-tailored for the male dance company Balletboyz and one that is a thematic sequel to Void Against Humans. The opportunity to create at Sadler's Wells was a result of Jarek being chosen among 160 choreographers participating at an audition. Another of his achievements is that he was invited to teach dance at the renowned Juilliard School in New York. The piece Void Amongst Humans was first presented within the 2010 edition of TANEC PRAHA festival. This year it will be offered within the festival once again: on 13th June at Moving station in Pilsen.    

“The most surprising fact for me this year is that all three pieces that were mostly appreciated by the international jury also received the highest number of votes from our spectators. It means that Czech public has been well trained to distinguish between high and low quality in contemporary dance,“ explains Yvona Kreuzmannová, the president of Tanec Praha association and the president of the international jury. 

It was the playful piece on hunting Mah Hunt created by DOT504 that was the most successful with festival audience. Mah Hunt will also be presented within TANEC PRAHA festival programme – on 16th June within European Dance Laboratory 2 at Ponec theatre and also in three other towns of the Czech Republic. Yvona Kreuzmannová comments: “It is a piece that was extremely demanded from the part of our regional partners and it will thus get on stage in Brno, České Budějovice and Pardubice. It is a show of subtle poetic and one that gushes with surprising ideas. One of our honoured guests at the platform, a director of a prestigious Israeli festival, was deeply impressed by it, and so were many more.“  

For the seventeenth time in a row the Czech Dance Platform festival presented the best of last year's Czech dance creation to both Czech and foreign guests and large Czech public. Thanks to the support from Arts Institute – Theatre Institute the festival could host experts from abroad who made for the jury together with their Czech colleagues. The international jury of 11 experts has chosen the winners of festival dance prizes. The foreign members of the jury were, for example, Daniel Favier (FR), the director of CDC-Biennale nationale de danse du Val de Marne or Paul Gordon Emerson (USA), the founder and director of CityDance Ensemble. More information at www.tanecniplatforma.cz.

A number of pieces that were part of the Czech Dance Platform programme will also be presented within TANEC PRAHA festival in as much as nine regional towns of the Czech Republic. To find more please go to www.tanecpraha.cz.

For further information, pictures, interviews, etc., please contact:

	Kateřina Horváthová

Tanec Praha o. s. / divadlo Ponec
tel: 224 817 886, 603 728 915
e-mail: pr@tanecpraha.cz 

www.divadloponec.cz


	Jiří Sedlák

ArtsMarketing.CZ

tel.: +420 604 868 914

e-mail: jiri.sedlak@artsmarketing.cz 




More about the winners:

Jarek Cemerek

Dancer, choreographer, and teacher. He graduated in dance at Ostrava conservatory and in choreography and dance pedagogy at Music Academy of Performing Arts in Prague; he later participated in a scholarship at Theatre Academy in Helsinki. As a dancer he started his professional career at The National Moravian Silesian Theatre in Ostrava, later he moved to Prague to dance at Laterna magika and The National Opera. Afterwards he danced at Bratislava Dance theatre and in the following ensembles:[image: image2.emf]PŘEDSTAVENÍ PRŮMĚRNÁ ZNÁMKA

Mah Hunt 1,225

REEN 1,312

Void Amongst Humans 1,338

Side Effects 1,573

Sacrebleu 1,625

Sunyata 1,655

Divadlo / The Theatre 1,698

Umíněnost ztracených 1,700

between a rock and a hard place 1,833

Perfektní den aneb Mr Gluteus Maximus 1,971

Hádej, kolik je hvězd 2,089

Exkurze s Helgou 2,142

Transforma 2,325

Grooves 3,200

 La Terra Nuova (Italy), Tanztheaterwien (Vienna), Thor (Brussels), Willy Dorner (Vienna), Edita Braun (Salzburg), Dance Theatre of Ireland, Stadttheater Bern (Switzerland), and Royal Opera House (London). In 2009, he founded a contemporary dance ensemble Albamora in Denmark. In 2010, he created a choreography for the ensemble Balletboyz at Sadler's Wells Theatre in London. In February 2011 he was offered to become a dance teacher at the renowned Juilliard School in New York. 

Václav Kuneš

A member of[image: image3.png]


 Nederlands Dans Theater from 1993 to 2004, presently a free-lance dancer and choreographer. He has co-operated with NDT 2, Copenhagen International Ballet, Laterna magika, Korzo Theater, and Station Zuid in the Netherlands as well as with a number of world leading choreographers, among them Kylián, Forsyth, Naharin, Ek, Lightfoot or Teshigawara. In 2005, he was shortlisted for Dancer of the Year prize in Cannes. In 2006 he founded the company 420PEOPLE and has been working as its artistic director ever since. In 2010, 420PEOPLE became a residency ensemble at the New Stage of the National Theatre in Prague. From his choreographies: Small Hour (Sazka and Theatre Journal Prize), On an Even Keel, Golden Crock, Affordance, and REEN. In 2010 he created a show Temporary Condition for Ballet de l’Opera National de Bordeaux and staged his piece Small Hour at Dominic Walsh Dance Theatre in Houston and most recently also in Swedish Skånes Dansteater. His choreography REEN won the 2nd place prize in the Dance Piece of the Year competition at Czech Dance Platform 2011. 

Lenka Vágnerová

She graduated in dance pedagogy at Music Academy of Performing Arts in Prague (HAMU). She has co-operated with the following choreographers and ensembles: [image: image4.jpg]


Ján Ďurovčík (Torzo ballet - SK), Jan Kodet (CZ), Norman Douglas (UK), Bratislava Dance Theater (Daniel Ezralow and Bill Young – USA), Barbora Kryslova-Grenier (Germany), Liz King D.I.D dance company (Austria) and many more. At present, she is a member of the Prague company DOT504 where she has created a number of choreographies (Proposition, Mah Hunt, Perfect Day or Mr Gluteus Maximus). She was awarded the Dancer of The Year prize at the Czech Dance Platform festival and was three times shortlisted for Thálie prize (this year for her performance in Mah Hunt). She regularly gives lessons of contemporary dance and ballet at Dance Perfect studio in Prague, at dance conservatories, dance schools and within diverse workshops, seminars and festivals in the Czech Republic and abroad.

Pavel Mašek

He graduated in social and cultural anthropology at University of West Bohemia in Pilsen. He participated in many workshops given by leading Czech teachers and choreographers. He has been intensely studying capoeira. He has co-operated with [image: image5.png]


 Puttó-Isztvan Juhos, Lenka Ottová or Liz King. Among the company's pieces he was performing in Holdin‘ Fast, 100 Wounded Tears, Hidden Landscape etc.

Summary:

Dance Piece of the Year: order of winners:

1. Void Amongst Humans | Jarek Cemerek, 19 points

2. REEN | 420PEOPLE | Václav Kuneš, 17 points

3. Mah Hunt | DOT504 | Lenka Vágnerová & Pavel Mašek, 14 points

4. Transforma | VerTeDance | Maya Lipsker, 8 points

5. Sacrebleu | 420PEOPLE | Nataša Novotná, 7 points

6. The Theatre | Farma v jeskyni | Viliam Dočolomanský, 6 points

6. Sunyata | Kateřina Stupecká, 6 points

Dancer of the Year: order of winners:

1. Jarek Cemerek | Void Amongst Humans

2. Milan Odstrčil | REEN | 420PEOPLE 

2. Martina Lacová | Transforma | VerTeDance + between a rock and a hard place | ME-SA

3. Pavel Mašek | Mah Hunt, Perfect Day or Mr Gluteus Maximus | DOT504

4. Patricie Poráková | The Theatre | Farm in the Cave

Spectators' Prize: order of winners:
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TANEC PRAHA 2011 – programme in Prague

FESTIVAL OPENING* 

6. 6. | 19.00 | Ponec  
Granhøj Dans (DK): Dance me to the end on | off Love 

6. 6. | 22.00 | Ponec 

Granhøj Dans (DK): 2men2mahler 

*the programme includes the awarding ceremony of Czech Dance Platform prizes

8. 6. + 9. 6. | 20.00 | Ponec

RootlessRoot Company (GR | SK): Eyes In The Colors Of The Rain 

10. 6. | 11.00 + 17.00 | Ponec | FOR KIDS

Stage Code (CZ): Mumráj

12. 6. + 13. 6. | 20.00 | Ponec

EUROPEAN DANCE LABORATORY 1 

R. L. Espinosa (ESP): MINIATURA  

F. Fehér (HUN): Tao Te

A. Senatore (IT): Passo – duo

15. 6. | 20.00 | New Stage of the National Theatre

Compagnia Zappalà Danza (IT): Instrument1 <scoprire l'invisibile> 

16. 6. | 20.00 | Ponec

EUROPEAN DANCE LABORATORY 2 

DOT504 | L. Vágnerová & P. Mašek (CZ): Mah Hunt

Public in Private | C. Layes (DE): Allege

17. 6. | 11.00 + 17.00 | Ponec | FOR KIDS

Kyklos Galaktikos (CZ): Kingdom without borders

19. 6. + 20.6. | 20.00 | Ponec

L. Lecavalier (CA) | N. Charnock (UK) | É. Lock (CA): Children | A Few Minutes of Lock 

21. 6. | 18.00 + 20.00 | Ponec 

F. Mazliah (CH) & I. Mandafounis (GR): P.A.D.

23. 6. | 11.00 + 17.00 | Ponec | FOR KIDS

J. Látalová (Hudečková) & M. Trpišovská (CZ): Baring our souls 

24. 6. | 11.00 + 17.00 | Ponec | FOR KIDS

VerTeDance (CZ): Forty-three sunsets

28. 6. | 20.00 | New Stage of the National Theatre  

Kidd Pivot Frankfurt RM (DE |CA) | C. Pite (CA): The Other You 

420PEOPLE | V. Kuneš (CZ): REEN

420PEOPLE | N. Novotná (CZ): Sacrebleu

HIGHLIGHTS

gala show

25. 6. + 26. 6. + 27. 6. | 20.00 | Music Theatre in Karlín 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui (BE) & Antony Gormley (UK) & Szymon Brzóska (PL) & monks from the Shaolin monastery (CHN): Sutra

29. 6. | 20.00 | Music Theatre in Karlín

Akram Khan Company (UK): Vertical Road

TANEC PRAHA 2011 in the regions

Brno, České Budějovice, Český Krumlov, Choceň, Olomouc, Ostrava, Pardubice, Plzeň, Valašské Meziříčí







Brno 

Mo / 6. 6. / 20:00 / Barka

Nataša Novotná / 420PEOPLE (CZ): Sacrebleu

Ferenc Fehér (HUN): Tao Te

Tu / 14. 6. / 20:00 / Barka


NANOHACH / Jan Komárek (CZ): Crime and Punishment

Sa / 18. 6. / 20:00 / HaDivadlo


DOT504 / Lenka Vágnerová & Pavel Mašek (CZ): Mah Hunt

České Budějovice, DK Metropol, Town in Motion 2011


We / 15. 6. / 19:00


DOT504 / Lenka Vágnerová & Pavel Mašek (CZ): Mah Hunt

Český Krumlov, Municipal theatre Český Krumlov

Mo / 6. 6. / 19:30


VerTeDance / Anna Polívková (CZ): Případy doktora Toureta

Choceň, Castle park, Skorofestival 2011

Fr / 10. 6. / 20:00


NANOHACH (CZ) | Nigel Charnock (UK): Love me



Olomouc, Divadlo K3 (Konvikt)

Mo / 13. 6. / 20:00


NANOHACH (CZ) / Petra Fornayová (SK): Who is Annik?

We / 15. 6. / 20:00


Ferenc Fehér (HUN): Tao Te

Ambra Senatore (IT): Passo – duo

Public in Private (DE) / Clément Layes (FR): Allege

Ostrava, TANEC OSTRAVA 2011


Su / 12. 6. / 19:00 / Puppet theatre Ostrava

RootlessRoot Company (GR | SK): Eyes In The Colors Of The Rain

Fr / 17. 6. / 19:00 / CoolTour – crossover centre of support to young artists 

Ferenc Fehér (HUN): Tao Te

ME-SA (CZ) / Debris Company (SK): between a rock and a hard place

Th / 23. 6. / 19:00 / CoolTour - crossover centre of support to young artists 

NANOHACH / Jan Komárek (CZ): Crime and punishment

Pardubice, Theatre 29


Po / Mo / 6. 6. / 20:00

Karine Ponties (FR/BEL): Fidèle à l'èclair + Babil + Raven

We / 8. 6. / 20:00


Nataša Novotná / 420PEOPLE (CZ): Sacrebleu

Ferenc Fehér (HUN): Tao Te

Th / 9. 6. / 20:00


Jana Látalová & Marta Trpišovská (CZ): Excursion with Helga

Mo / 13. 6. / 20:00


DOT504 / Lenka Vágnerová & Pavel Mašek (CZ): Mah Hunt

Pilsen, Moving Station / TANEC PLZEŇ

We / 8. 6. / 19:00


NANOHACH / Jan Komárek (CZ): Crime and punishment

Fr / 10. 6. / 20:00


Dancing Pilsen

Mo / 13. 6. / 19:00


Jarek Cemerek (CZ): Void Amongst Humans

Public in Private (DE) / Clément Layes (FR): Allege

Valašské Meziříčí, Žerotín Castle, Tanec Valašské Meziříčí 2011


Sa / 4. 6. / 22:00


Nataša Novotná / 420PEOPLE (CZ): Sacrebleu
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